St Loo Fhe Greal

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 ¢ Fax: 905.655.4519
www.stleothegreat.ca * e-mail: st.leos@bellnet.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget

Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak
905-655-3286 x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Mass: 7:00 p.m.
Rosary prayed 20 minutes before weekday masses.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Youth Mass
Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from
the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage
preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.
Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION

If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion,
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week.
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

100™ ANNIVERSARY OF FATIMA 1917-2017
This year marks the 100" anniversary of the Apparitions of Our
Lady to three children at Fatima, Portugal. The Blessed
Mother appeared to the three shepherd children on May 13,
1917 but this and the remaining apparition events came after
an initial visit from an angel — the Angel of Peace — in the
previous year, 2016. (Fr. Charles)

In rural Portugal of 1916 it would not have been unusual to see
children leading their family flocks to pasture. This is what the
children of the Marto and Santos families, cousins all, did on
many days. Often it was Lucia Santos, Francisco Marto and his
sister Jacinta, who gladly undertook this chore, grateful for the
chance to be outdoors and to play as the sheep silently grazed.
They would take their families few sheep to graze on small
plots of land owned by their parents in different parts of the
sera, the mountainous plateau on which was located the village
of Fatima (where the parish church was) and Aljustrel (where
the children actually resided).

Two favorite grazing areas were the hillside facing Aljustrel,
near an outcropping called Loca do Cabeco (Place of the
Head) and the Cova da Iria (Cove of Irene) at some distance
beyond Fatima. At first one, then the other, would occur the
apparitions which would change the course of the children's
lives and the history of the 20th century.

We went on that occasion to my parents' property, which is at
the bottom of the Cabeco, facing east. It is called Chousa
Velha.

FIRST APPARITION OF THE
ANGEL OF PEACE (1916)
“About the middle of the morning
it began to drizzle and we climbed
up the hill, followed by our sheep,
in search of a rock that would
shelter us. And so it was that we
entered for the first time into that
blessed place. It is in the middle
of an olive grove that belongs to
my godfather, Anastacio. From
there one can see the village
where | was born, my father's
house, and also Casa Velha and

' ' Eira da Pedra. The olive grove,
WhICh really belongs to several people, extends as far as these
places. We spent the day there, in spite of the fact that the rain
had stopped and the sun was shining in a clear sky. We ate
our lunch and began to say the Rosary. After that we began to
play a game with pebbles. We had only been at it a few
moments when a strong wind began to shake the trees and we
looked up to see what was happening, since it was such a
calm day. And then we began to see, in the distance, above
the trees that stretched to the east, a light whiter than snow in
the form of a young man, quite transparent, and as brilliant as
crystal in the rays of the sun. As he came near we were able to
see his features. We were astonished and absorbed and we
said nothing to one another. And then he said:

Do not be afraid. | am the angel of peace.
Pray with me.
He knelt, bending his forehead to the ground. With a

supernatural impulse we did the same, repeating the words we
heard him say:

My God, | believe, | adore, | hope, and I love You.

I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not

adore, do not hope, and do not love You.

After repeating this prayer three times the angel rose and said
to us:

Pray in this way. The hearts of Jesus and Mary are

ready to listen to you.
“And he disappeared. He left us in an atmosphere of the
supernatural that was so intense we were for a long time
unaware of our own existence. The presence of God was so
powerful and intimate that even among ourselves we could not
speak. On the next day, too, this same atmosphere held us
bound, and it lessened and disappeared only gradually. None
of us thought of talking about this apparition or any pledge of
secrecy. We were locked in silence without having willed it.”
The intense effect that the apparition of the Angel had on the
children, quite different from the more serene experience of the
Virgin the following year. Lucia states,
“I don't know why, but the apparitions of our Lady
produced in us effects quite different from the
angel's visitations We felt in both instances the
same intimate happiness, peace and joy, but
instead of the physical prostration the angel
imposed, our Lady brought a feeling of expansion
and freedom; and instead of this annihilation in
the divine presence, we wished only to exult in our
joy. There was no difficulty of speech when our
Lady appeared; there was rather on my part a
desire to communicate.”

This difference can perhaps be explained in this way. The
angels of whatever choir share in common with God a spiritual
nature, unmixed with matter. The goodness of their being, filled
with the divine justice according to the degree of glory granted
to each, radiates that holiness unmediated, though
proportioned to the capacity of human beings to experience it.
Not without reason Scripture shows how easily an angel
appearing to men can be confused with God Himself (Rev
19:10, 22:9). When our Lady appears, however, although her
glory is greater than that of the highest seraphim her human
nature cloaks that glory in the familiar, just as did Our Lord's
human nature, even after the Resurrection.

Although the angels, too, can appear in more mundane
fashion, it must have suited the divine purposes to reveal to the
children something of the holiness of God. Lucia tells us of the
lingering effect it had on them.

His words sank so deeply into our minds that we never forgot
them, and ever after we used to spend long periods on our
knees repeating them, sometimes until we fell down
exhausted.

SECOND APPARITION OF THE ANGEL OF PEACE
Sometime during the summer of 1916 the three cousins were
playing in the heat of the day in the garden near the well
behind the Santos home in Aljustrel. Lucia describes how the
angel appeared to them once more, chastising them for their
lack of spiritual seriousness.

Suddenly we saw the same angel near us.

What are you doing? You must pray! Pray!

The hearts of Jesus and Mary have merciful designs for
you. You must offer your prayers and sacrifices to God,
the Most High.

"But how are we to sacrifice?" | asked.
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In every way you can offer sacrifice to God in reparation
for the sins by which He is offended, and in supplication
for sinners. In this way you will bring peace to our country,
for | am its guardian angel, the Angel of Portugal. Above
all, bear and accept with patience the sufferings God will
send you.

This apparition renewed the same profound effect which the
first one had on them. Francisco, who throughout the
appearances of the angel and Our Lady would see but not
hear, was unsuccessful in prying from the girls the words which
the angel had spoken until the following day. Lucia tells us,

--The Angels’ words sank deeply into our souls like a
gleaming torch, showing us Who God is, what is His love
for us, and how he wants us to love Him too; the value of
sacrifice and how it pleases Him; how He receives it for
the conversion of sinners. That is why from that moment
we began to offer Him whatever mortified us.

THIRD APPARITION OF THE ANGEL OF PEACE

Lucia is uncertain when the third apparition of the angel
occurred, sometime in late September or in October 1916 is
her recollection. Having gone to the Cabeco with their flocks,
and being more attentive to the words of the angel, they
immediately knelt down to pray the prayer taught them by the
angel: My God, | believe, | adore etc...

“After we had repeated this prayer | don't know how many time
we saw the shining over us a strange light. We lifted our heads
to see what was happening. the Angel was holding in his left
hand a chalice and over it, in the air, was a host from which
drops of blood fell into the chalice. The Angel leaves the
chalice in the air, kneels near us and tells us to repeat three
times:

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, | adore You
profoundly, and | offer You the Most Precious Body,

Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the
tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the outrages,
sacrileges and indifferences by which He is offended. And
by the infinite merits of His most Sacred Heart and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, | beg the conversion of poor
sinners.

After that he rose, took again in his hand the chalice and the
host. The host he gave to me and the contents of the chalice
he gave to Jacinta and Francisco, saying at the same time,

Eat and drink the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ terribly
outraged by the ingratitude of men. Offer reparation for
their sakes and console God.

Once more he bowed to the ground repeating with us the same
prayer thrice:

Oh, Blessed Trinity!

and disappeared. Overwhelmed by the supernatural
atmosphere that involved us, we imitated the Angel in
everything, kneeling prostrate as he did and repeating the
prayers he said.

It was in this way that catechized in prayer, reparative
suffering, and the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, and
strengthened by the Bread of Angels, that the children of
Fatima were prepared for the visitation of the Queen of
Portugal, the Immaculate Virgin Mary in the following year,
1917.

Tue, Jan 24 8:30a.m. Intention of Geraldine Sullivan
Wed, Jan 25 | 7:00 p.m. | Thanksgiving to St. Jude & St.

Anthony for favours received
Thu, Jan 26 8:30a.m. Jason Mercer +
Fri, Jan 27 8:30a.m. Kathleen & Joseph Mercer +
Sat, Jan 28 5:00 p.m. | Innocenzo Mammone +
Sun,Jan29 | 9:00 a.m. | Mariane Laverty +

11a.m. Louis Cruz +

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL BUNDLE WEEKEND

Once again parishioners and neighbours in the area filled
the St. Vincent de Paul truck in December. Items donated
went to the store in Oshawa where it became available to
those in need. Proceeds from sale of these items, as well as
proceeds from used furniture sold from the Bowmanville
store, is divided among the parishes who have SVP
conferences. This fall, Durham conference received a
cheque for $12,000 from Toronto Central as their share of
proceeds from the stores. You can see from this that
everyone benefits when you clean out your closets.
Neighbours in need receive clothing, all conferences
benefit, and you have a roomier closet.
Our next Bundle Weekend will be May 27, 28 , so when
you take out your spring clothes please set aside unwanted
items for St. Vincent de Paul. If you have gently used
furniture to pass on, you can call the store in Bowmanville
to pick up items at (905) 623-7941. Thank you so much for
your generosity. If you are interested in joining our
conference or would like more info please call President
Peggy Primeau at 905-655-9692. If you are in need you can
call 905-655-3286, Ex. 221 and leave your name and phone
number and a Vincentian will contact you to arrange
assistance

VALENTINE’S DANCE — February 11, 2017
Sponsored by St. Leo Knights of Columbus in the St. Leo

Church Hall complete with a full hot meal followed by a
variety of music by D.J. and dancing. Cash Bar throughout
the evening. Door prizes will be awarded. Tickets will be
$30.00 single and $50.00 per couple. Refreshments at 6:30
PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM and Dance at 8:00 PM. Enjoy!

Text derived from EWTN’s coverage of the 100" Anniversary of
the Fatima apparitions in 2016 and 2017. To be continued.....

Fulton Sheen said... Life is like a cash register, in that every
account, every thought, every deed, like every sale, is
registered and recorded.
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